7th October 2020
Dear Parent / Carer,
I hope this letter finds you and your family well. First, I would like to say how well students have adapted to
the changes we have had to introduce this term and also how well the new members of our school have
settled in. It is undeniable that this has been an unusual start to a new school year, however, I have been
impressed every day by how adaptable and resilient our students, your children, continue to be.
I would also like to take this opportunity to outline the home learning support that we have put in place this
term, should students need to be away from school, either due to self-isolation, or should we find ourselves
in a situation where a class or year group bubble may need to work from home.
Learning from home
We have created a “Learning from home” section in the Parents and Students tab at the top of our website
https://bramcote.college/ which contains extra information about Century Tech and Teams.
In recent weeks students have been given logins for Century, which is a new online learning platform which
covers English, Maths and Science at all levels. Students are currently completing diagnostic tests which act
as a baseline assessment for the topics they’re currently working on; these tests will allow Century to direct
students towards ‘nuggets’ of work which are pitched at the right level to be accessible to students, while
still challenging them to improve. The nuggets include video clips and PowerPoints which cover the key facts,
as well as knowledge checks and tests. As students work their way through different nuggets of work, they
will be developing their knowledge and understanding of topics by covering areas they need more practice
in, as well as revisiting areas of strength to keep it fresh in their memories. Low stakes quizzes will allow
students to check their knowledge and understanding and allows Century to direct them to the next area
they need to cover.
Century is currently designed to be used on computers or tablets, rather than phones because the nuggets
take about 10-15 minutes to complete and are best done without the distractions of various apps found on
mobile phones, which means it has some issues on phones, however, they are working on developing a more
phone friendly version over the coming months. If your son/daughter forgets their login or password, please
feel free to get in touch with Jo Cooper (jo.cooper@whptrust.org) who is our main contact for Century.
As well as Century, we are using Teams to make work accessible for our students from home.
•
•
•

Year 7 and Year 8 have students a form group Team, which means that every subject has uploaded
class work and homework to this Team so it can be easily found in just one place.
Year 9 students have a form group Team and a ‘creative subject’ Team.
Year 10 and Year 11 students have Teams for all of their GCSE classes.

All students have been shown how to access Teams and have started to use it regularly to access work.
Students can easily access their Teams by going into their school Outlook emails and clicking on the 9 dots in
the top left-hand corner of the screen and selecting Teams. Alternatively, Teams can be downloaded onto
laptops, tablets and phones.
This link is a student friendly explanation about how Teams works, if a refresher is needed:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aO9LE6ZKnUM

Naturally we are monitoring the situation with regards to Covid cases which may come up in our immediate
school community, as well as the regional and national picture. We continue to work hard in school to ensure
that our staff, students and their families are kept as safe as possible, which has resulted in a lot of
adaptations to our normal way of working. In light of the rising number of positive Covid tests in Nottingham,
we have taken the decision to ask all students and staff to wear suitable face covering in communal areas,
this will not be necessary in classrooms, or outside. We are also working hard to minimise the impact of this
on your children’s education. As most of the work we will be setting for home learning requires computer
access, we are working hard to ensure that all students have access to a computer in their home. If you are
struggling with this, please let us know at school.
As we are moving swiftly towards half term and also towards Autumn and Winter when the weather is going
to be getting colder and potentially wetter, we have now tested out our wet break/lunch plans, with students
having access to the dining spaces during their lunch time and year group spaces at break time. However, in
order to ensure social distancing, it is still important that in dry weather students are outside as much as
possible during break and lunchtimes, so it is increasingly important that students have a warm and
showerproof coat which they can wear at school (colour is not an issue but we do request that they small
logos). Classrooms may also be colder than they would be in a normal year, as we are still working to ensure
that rooms are well ventilated windows will be open, however, the heating is on, which is keeping most
classrooms at a good temperature.
It is important that students have access to suitable warm clothing as a part of their PE kit. If students do not
have the school ¼ zip PE jumper, or a school or DofE sweatshirt, it is still important that they are wearing a
suitable warm top for PE. Students may not wear branded coloured hoodies with large logos; a plain black
sweatshirt with a logo no larger than a bank card is acceptable. We hope you understand the importance of
maintaining uniform standards; we are happy to support families in ensuring that all aspects of uniform are
maintained.
Should you wish to discuss any of the points raised in this letter, please feel free to get in touch with me.
With kindest regards,

Heidi Gale
Headteacher

https://app.century.tech/login/

• Century Tech is an online learning platform for English,
Maths and Science.
• It covers work for all year groups and at all levels.
• As students work their way through ‘nuggets’ of work
they will be developing their knowledge and
understanding of topics by covering areas they need
more practice in, as well as revisiting areas of strength
to keep it fresh in their memories
• Low stakes quizzes will allow students to check their
knowledge and understanding and allows Century to
direct them to the next area they need to cover.

https://app.century.tech/login/

Student Century Login (stickers)
Students have been given a sticker in form time
which has on it …
• Name
• Form
• Century Login
• The default password … this needs to be changed. As this isn’t a
school password, we won’t have a record of it, so we encourage
students to write it down or make it easy to remember.
(We may be able to contact Century to request a reset if new passwords are lost
or forgotten.)

…

When will students use Century?
English, maths and Science are going to use Century to set
“nuggets” and other tasks for homework.

They might also use it in lessons or for assessments.
Students can also work their way through nuggets for revision or
just to feel more confident in English, maths or Science.
If students can’t be in school for any reason, they can use Century
to do English, maths and Science work at home.
Year 10 and Year 11 students will be able to use Century in their
weekly study skills lessons if they don’t have any workshops or
specific work that has been set for them by their options teachers,
or if they want to focus their studies on English, maths or Science.

