


EVER WONDER WHY?...

• WHY DO WE HAVE SUCH A GAP BETWEEN RICH AND POOR PEOPLE?

• WHY DOES RACISM EXIST?

• WHY DO SOME PEOPLE HAVE MORE POWER THAN OTHERS?

• WHY IS FAMILY SO IMPORTANT?

• WHY DOES CRIME EXIST?

• WHY IS EDUCATION SO IMPORTANT?

SOCIOLOGY CAN HELP TO EXPLAIN SOME OF THIS…



TO UNDERSTAND WHY, WE ALSO NEED TO 
UNDERSTAND HOW…
IN GCSE SOCIOLOGY WE LOOK AT HOW THE SOCIETY WE LIVE IN IS STRUCTURED. 

WE LOOK AT DIFFERENT IDEAS ABOUT THE WAY IT SHOULD WORK

WE LOOK AT HOW YOUR SOCIAL CLASS, ETHNICITY AND GENDER CAN AFFECT YOUR EXPERIENCES IN SOCIETY. FOR 

EXAMPLE:

IN THE FAMILY

IN EDUCATION

IN CRIME/THE JUSTICE SYSTEM

WEALTH/POWER



GENDER

Should girls be pretty and 

stay quiet?

Can boys play 

With dolls?

Can girls be mechanics?

Can boys wear make up?



CLASS WHAT DOES LOWER 

CLASS/WORKING 

CLASS/MIDDLE 

CLASS/UPPER CLASS 

MEAN?

Is it possible to change from working class to 
middle class or upper class?

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.photographyblog.com/images/photo_of_the_week/28030405/Homeless%20Dinner.jpg&imgrefurl=http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewprofile&friendID=4438049&h=600&w=600&sz=60&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=h1iFwWy-4J6NuM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=homeless&svnum=10&hl=en&sa=N


ETHNICITY

If a black girl is more 
likely to have A’ Levels 
than a white girl then 
why?... 

Why is the black 
man more likely 
than the white man 
to be seen as a 
criminal?



IS THERE A TYPICAL BRITISH FAMILY TODAY?

WHY ARE THERE 

DIFFERENT TYPES 

OF FAMILIES?

Does living in a 
family benefit men 
more than women? 



WHAT ABOUT TEENAGE MUMS?



WHY DO SOME PUPILS DO BETTER AT SCHOOL THAN 
OTHERS?

▪ What role do teachers play?
▪ Is racism/sexism a problem?
▪ Does being poor affect your 

education?
▪ Does it matter what is 

taught at school?

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Education/Pix/pictures/2009/11/30/1259595628487/Primary-school-pupil-002.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/mortarboard+schools&usg=__XXfhp6uJtTHl-j7R3c7Wz3668UM=&h=276&w=460&sz=24&hl=en&start=35&itbs=1&tbnid=wKqLbLu5eFWJKM:&tbnh=77&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q=school+pupil&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=N&start=18
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2008/08/21/bow460x276.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2004/nov/11/research.highereducation2&usg=__DGb5VLOvZ3dNqxbiiMDiLi8_2y4=&h=276&w=460&sz=53&hl=en&start=13&itbs=1&tbnid=Q0Jj_6hm__p2IM:&tbnh=77&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q=fail+gcse&gbv=2&hl=en


Task: 
Build up a picture of 
a typical criminal.

Be stereotypical, be 
honest about what 
this stereotype looks 
like.

CRIME & DEVIANCE



Task: 

Compare your stereotypical 
criminal to the facts.

How similar/dissimilar are 
they?

Try to think of some 
explanations for this? Why? 
How?

CRIME & DEVIANCE



UK ARTIST DAVE DESCRIBES HIS OWN EXPERIENCES AND UNDERSTANDING OF BEING 
BLACK IN THE UK. HE IS CLEAR THAT DIFFERENT BLACK PEOPLE MAY SEE THINGS 
DIFFERENTLY BUT THERE ARE LOTS OF THINGS THAT HE SAYS THAT HAVE A LOT OF 
SUPPORT BECAUSE THEY HELP EXPLAIN RACISM IN SOME WAY AND HIGHLIGHT 
WHAT IT IS LIKE TO SUFFER RACISM AND SOCIAL INEQUALITY IN TODAY’S SOCIETY.

HTTPS://WWW.BING.COM/VIDEOS/SEARCH?Q=DAVE+BLACK+BRITS+PERFORMANCE&ADLT=STRICT&VIEW=DETAIL&MID=B9F2C42CA5F1C0BF
80E8B9F2C42CA5F1C0BF80E8&&FORM=VRDGAR&RU=%2FVIDEOS%2FSEARCH%3FQ%3DDAVE%2520BLACK%2520BRITS%2520PERFORMANCE
%26QS%3DN%26FORM%3DQBVR%26SP%3D-1%26PQ%3DDAVE%2520BLACK%2520BRITS%2520PERFORMANCE%26SC%3D1-
28%26SK%3D%26CVID%3D17B94F9507C44BC6A44C583059EC0F77

TASKS :

1. IDENTIFY TWO EXAMPLES OF RACISM AND/OR THE EFFECTS OF THIS 
FROM DAVE’S SONG

2. IS IT IMPORTANT TO LEARN ABOUT HISTORY TO UNDERSTAND 
RACISM TODAY? EXPLAIN

INEQUALITY - RACISM AND THE EFFECTS OF IT 

“ The least racist is still 
racist”

“Equality is a right, it doesn’t 
deserve credit”

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=dave+black+brits+performance&adlt=strict&view=detail&mid=B9F2C42CA5F1C0BF80E8B9F2C42CA5F1C0BF80E8&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=/videos/search?q%3Ddave%20black%20brits%20performance%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Ddave%20black%20brits%20performance%26sc%3D1-28%26sk%3D%26cvid%3D17B94F9507C44BC6A44C583059EC0F77


GRENFELL TOWER
THE RESIDENTS OF THE TOWER WERE PREDOMINANTLY PEOPLE ON LOW INCOMES, LIVING IN HOUSING 

COUNCIL HOUSING AND FROM ETHNIC MINORITIES. THE TOWER SAT IN ONE OF THE RICHEST AREAS OF 

LONDON AND THE WORLD. THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF KENSINGTON & CHELSEA.

WATCH THIS: HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=ZTUAMRCHCZQ

WHAT DOES THIS TELL US ABOUT SOCIAL INEQUALITY AND WHY COULD THIS BE A INTERESTING CASE 

STUDY FOR SOCIOLOGISTS?

DO YOU THINK THE CLADDING ON THE OUTSIDE THAT CAUGHT FIRE WOULD BE THERE IF IT WAS LIVED IN 

BY RICH PEOPLE?

The official death toll for the 
Grenfell Tower is 79 people

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztUamrChczQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztUamrChczQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztUamrChczQ
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/jun/23/why-the-grenfell-tower-official-death-toll-has-risen-so-slowly


KEY INFO…

•100% EXAM, NO COURSEWORK  

• THERE ARE 2 EXAMS, BOTH ARE 1 HOUR 45 MINUTES

• YOU MUST BE ‘SECURE’ IN ENGLISH AND MATHS 

• YOU WILL WRITE ESSAYS

• THERE IS LOTS OF OPPORTUNITY FOR DISCUSSION

• IT’S HARD WORK BUT FUN!

• IF YOU WANT TO UNDERSTAND MORE ABOUT THE WAY SOCIETY WORKS, THIS IS THE SUBJECT FOR 
YOU!



WHAT IS STUDYING SOCIOLOGY LIKE?
“YOU LEARN ABOUT CRIME AND DEVIANCE (MY FAVOURITE PART SO FAR) WHICH INVOLVES REASONS WHY PEOPLE COMMIT 

CRIME, DIFFERENT TYPES OF CRIME AND HOW IT’S MEASURED/RECORDED. YOU ALSO LEARN ABOUT EDUCATION AND 
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, FOR EXAMPLE, WHAT TYPES OF PEOPLE ARE MORE LIKELY TO DO WELL IN SCHOOL AND WHO IS 

MORE LIKELY TO FAIL, BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, WHY THIS HAPPENS. IS THE EDUCATION SYSTEM FAIR? I LIKE HOW MUCH 
SOCIOLOGY MAKES YOU THINK AND REALISE DIFFERENT THINGS. IT'S INTERESTING BECAUSE IT GIVES YOU AN EXPLANATION TO 

WHY THINGS HAPPEN AND DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES OF WHY IT MIGHT HAPPEN. IF I COULD HAVE BEEN TOLD SOMETHING 
BEFORE I CHOSE THE SUBJECT, IT WOULD BE THAT IT'S QUITE A LOT OF WORK, BUT IT IS NOT TOO DIFFICULT AND THE TEACHER 

(MISS MARRIOTT) IS ALWAYS THERE TO HELP” 

SHANNON 

“IN SOCIOLOGY, WE LEARN ABOUT DIFFERENT ISSUES IN SOCIETY FOR EXAMPLE RACISM, SEXISM, AND CLASSISM AND SEE 
WHAT ROLE THEY PLAY IN THE EDUCATION SYSTEM, CRIMINAL SYSTEM, AND WIDER SOCIETY. MY FAVOURITE THING ABOUT THE 

SUBJECT IS THAT IT IS APPLICABLE TO THE REAL WORLD AND THAT YOU GET TO FORM YOUR OWN VIEWS ON CERTAIN ISSUES. 
SOCIOLOGY WILL HELP ME WITH MY FUTURE DEGREE OF SOCIAL WORK AS SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES ARE A BIG PART OF THE 

COURSE”

ESTERA



HOW WILL SOCIOLOGY HELP MY CAREER?
SOCIOLOGY IS HELPFUL FOR A CAREER IN:

• LAW

• JOURNALISM

• SOCIAL WORK

• CHILDCARE

• YOUTH AND COMMUNITY WORK

• HEALTH CARE

• TRAVEL AND TOURISM 

CAREERS WHERE SOCIOLOGY IS RELEVANT… 
COUNSELLING, COMMUNITY WORK, NURSING, MEDICINE, PHYSIOTHERAPY, PERSONNEL, ADMINISTRATION, 
SALES MARKETING, OCCUPATIONAL ADMINISTRATION, SALES MARKETING, OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, SOCIAL 
RESEARCH, ADVERTISING, JOURNALISM, POLICE FORCE, TEACHING, MARKET RESEARCH, OPINION POLLING, 
LEGAL WORK, WELFARE WORK, INFORMATION MANAGEMENT, MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY, STATISTICAL 
RESEARCH, MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY, STATISTICAL RESEARCH, PUBLIC RELATIONS, TOURISM, PRISON WORK, 
CIVIL SERVICE, POLICY MAKING, TOWN PLANNING, CRIMINOLOGY, 


