
COURSE OVERVIEW
GCSE 3D DESIGN



AQA 3D Design 
Assessment Structure

Component 1 Portfolio 
 

Non-exam Assessment (NEA) 
Coursework 96 marks 60% of GCSE

Grade
 

Component 2 Externally set 
assignment 

 
Preparatory period followed by a 10 

hour practical exam
96 marks 40% of GCSE Grade



During the first term students will learn a range of different skills to 
prepare them for the NEA. This will range from creating bespoke boxes, 

pewter casting, drawing and card modelling techniques. 
 

Portfolio Project
 

 Students will be designing and making a product themed around IKEA, 
we begin the project by visiting IKEA in Giltbrook to research suitable 

products that could be made in school. From here you go onto research 
IKEA designers and produce / develop Ideas and models before making 

your final product. In the past students have made objects such as 
lamps, desk tidies, mirrors, clocks to name a few. 

 
Students do not need to have done 3D design as an option in year 9 to 

be able to study this. 
 

Topics covered in this course include:



 
AO1 IKEA PROJECT 

 
Research 

 
Research is worth 

25% of the coursework 
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AO2 IKEA PROJECT 

 
Design and Development of work

 
This section is also worth 25% of 

the coursework 



 AO3 IKEA 
PROJECT 

 
Final Outcome

 
This area is worth 

25% of the 
coursework 



Year 10 Drawing techniques and Modelling
 

Chair Design
 

To build confidence with drawing and 
modelling all students learn a range of basic 
drawing / card modelling techniques. During 

this project students design and make a range 
of small scale chairs.



Year 10 Basic Skills 
 

Timber Boxes
 

During the first term students learn a range 
of traditional and contemporary skills 
ranging from, joinery, wood carving, 

pyrography, laser cutting and finishing 
skills. Every student creates their own 

bespoke design. 



Year 10 Mock Exam 
 

Acrylic Clocks
 

Students learn a range of 
practical skills before the exam 
and then put it into practice by 

creating their own designs 
independently


