
I know I’ve got to 
revise but …

I don’t know HOW to revise!



Revision has got to 
be done in stages …

Know what you 
need to know … 
topic lists, notes, 
flash cards, mind 

maps … 

… make it 
memorable in 

LOTS of ways … 
go over it 4 or 
more times …

… check you 
know it AND that 
you can use it … 
practice exam 
questions etc. 



What do I 
need to 
know?

How much 
time do I 

need to feel 
confident 
with it? 

Can I USE the 
knowledge I 
have in an 

exam?

How do I 
make it 

memorable?

• Do a revision 
timetable …

• Little and often 
revision e.g. 30-
45 minute blocks 
of time

• More time on 
harder topics 

• Lists of topics / knowledge for 
each exam

• Colour code to show how 
confident you are in each topic

• USE Colour
• Add Images
• Make it Fun
• Personalise it
• Use manageable 

chunks so it 
doesn’t feel like 
there’s too much 
to handle

• Sample exam questions
• Examples of good answers 
• Practice exam papers
• Use the time you would 

have in the exam 



Know what you need to know … 
Chunk this knowledge … 
Make it manageable …

What do you need to know?
• Do you know what will come up in each exam – if not … ASK!
• Colour code the things you have to know …  green = I know it really well, 

yellow = I sort of know it, red = It confuses me and it’s too hard! … You need to 
spend most of your time on the red stuff and some of your time on the yellow 
stuff and a bit less time on the green stuff … Red x3, Yellow x2, Green x1

Chunk it
• Turn revision guides / notes into smaller chunks of information that you can 

handle using flash cards 
• Turn flash cards into colourful mind maps / diagrams with pictures and colours 

to stick in your memory … try to make it a bit fun … 

… make it memorable 
in LOTS of ways … go 

over it 4 or more times 
… the more the better



Interleaving
This is essentially mixing it to keep it 
interesting and memorable … vary 

topic orders and if some topics need 
more work than others, adjust the 
number of sessions to reflect this. 

Topic 1 x 3 … Topic 2 x 2 … 

Topic 3 x 2 … Topic 4 x 1 



These can be great but they 
can also be quite 

overwhelming – a lot of info 
in one place and often more 

than is actually needed.









Active revision is best



Active revision is best



… Check you know    
it AND that you can 

use it … practice 
exam questions etc. 

How do you feel confident that you 
KNOW the stuff you’ve covered?

How do you make sure you don’t just 
know it but you also know HOW TO 
USE IT?

• TEACH it to someone / something 
else …  this makes the knowledge 
you have 80% more memorable … 
and it lets you spot the bits you 
don’t feel so confident with and 
need to work on more.

• USE it in exam questions and 
practice papers … knowing it is 
important but it’s pointless if     
you don’t know how to use it!



Low stakes 
retrieval & 

editing



Low stakes 
retrieval & editing 

in context



Do you 
need to 
know 
more?

https://bramcote.college/parents-and-
students/learning-from-home/90-study-skills

There are 6 study skills sessions that students 
have covered in a half term of ‘study skills’ 
lessons – these outline a range of ideas … 

• Memory skills

• Independent learning

• Active / experiencing learning

• Stress management

• Blending and balancing

• Self awareness

https://bramcote.college/parents-and-students/learning-from-home/90-study-skills


Revision online

• https://collins.co.uk/pages/revision-for-students

• https://app.century.tech/login/ Century for maths, English & 
Science

• https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ free online learning – create a 
login and pick the right course

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3

But beware too much online learning might not cover all the bases 
and won’t always offer a chance to go over things, so it’s focussed on 
short term retrieval and doesn’t do much interleaving. 

(But Century does, which is why we have invested in it.)

https://collins.co.uk/pages/revision-for-students
https://app.century.tech/login/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3

